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Cross industry position paper of flexible packaging value chain:
“Progress in Packaging Circularity only possible with forwardlooking and progressive Policies”
Several organisations representing the flexible packaging value chain in Europe call upon European
legislators to provide a progressive and forward-looking definition of packaging recyclability, befitting of
a circular economy for all categories of packaging formats and materials.
Flexible packaging represents at least half of food primary packaging placed on the EU market (in
product units) while accounting for only one sixth of packaging material used (in weight). This fact
demonstrates the key function of flexible packaging, which is to protect valuable products with the
smallest amount of material. In this way, flexible packaging helps save resources, resulting in less
material in packaging waste streams by weight.
Life cycle assessment studies show that, because of its very efficient use of material, flexible packaging
is characterised by low overall environmental impacts, especially carbon footprint. Full recyclability will
improve those environmental performances even further. Any future legislation should help maintain the
resource efficient design of flexible packaging and enable it to be increasingly recyclable and achieve
full circularity.
To achieve a climate-neutral Europe by 2050, the flexible packaging value chain calls upon legislators
in Europe and the Member States to create an appropriate and stable legislative framework which
enables investments in packaging design as well as in capacities and advanced technologies for
recycling.
More details in the full position paper

The co-signing organisations are:
•

Flexible Packaging Europe (FPE) www.flexpack-europe.org

•

CEFLEX (A Circular Economy for Flexible Packaging) www.ceflex.eu

•

CAOBISCO (Chocolate, Biscuit and Confectionery of Europe) www.caobisco.eu

•

ELIPSO (French Plastic Packaging Association) www.elipso.org

•

European Aluminium Foil Association (EAFA) www.alufoil.org

•

European Snacks Association (ESA) www.esasnacks.eu

•

GIFLEX (Italian Flexible Packaging Association) www.giflex.it

•

NRK Verpakkingen (Dutch Plastic Packaging Association) www.nrkverpakkingen.nl

•

The European Pet Food Industry (FEDIAF) www.fediaf.org

Further information: Patrick Altenstrasser, Manager Communications
(altenstrasser@flexpack-europe.org)

About Flexible Packaging Europe
Flexible Packaging Europe (FPE) is the industry association representing the interests of more than 80 small,
medium-sized companies, and multinational manufacturers. Those operate with workforce of 57,000+ people at
more than 350 sites all over Europe. The member companies account for more than 85% of European sales of
flexible packaging made of different materials, mainly plastics, aluminium, and paper. More than half of all food
products sold on the European retail markets are packed with flexible packaging. More info at www.flexpackeurope.org

